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Dholavira (Taluka Bhachau, District Kachchh, Gujarat) is one amongst five largest
urban centers of Harappan civilization, the other four being Mohenjo-daro,
Harappa, Ganweriwala (all in Pakistan) and Rakhigarhi (India). Having yielded
almost identical cultural milieu, Dholavira has yielded and enormous amount of
material assemblage which is substantially complementary and supplementary to
what has been found elsewhere.
Thirteen field seasons of excavation from 1989-90 to 2004-05 through an
enormous deposit caused by the successive settlements at the site for over 1500
years during all through the 3rd millennium and unto the middle of the 2nd
millennium BCE have revealed seven significant cultural stages, documenting the
rise and fall of the Indus civilization. The excavation has revealed a major, a model
city, which is remarkable for its exquisite planning, monumental structures,
aesthetic architecture, amazing water harvesting system and a variety in funerary
architecture.
The salient components of the full-grown cityscape consisted of a bipartite
'citadel', a 'middle town' and a 'lower town', two 'stadia', an 'annexe', a series of
reservoirs all set within an enormous fortification running on all four sides.
Interestingly, inside the city, too, there was an intricate system of fortifications.
The city was, perhaps, configured like a large parallelogram, boldly outlined by
massive walls with their longer axis being from the east to west. On the bases of
their relative location, planning, defenses and architecture, the three principal
divisions are designed tentatively as 'citadel', 'middle town', and 'lower town'.
The site also enjoys the unique distinction of yielding an inscription made up of ten
large-sized signs of the Indus script. Another unique find is a fragment of a large
slab engraved with three large signs of the script. A rich harvest of antiquities
include a stone statue of a deity-phallus erectus, a stone sculpture of mongoose
and a variety of limestone pillar members of superb workmanship and art. Besides,
there are seals, weights, a variety of jewellery of gold, silver, copper, semi-precious
stones, ivory, faience, shell and clay; tools of copper, stone, shell, etc., ceramics and
other objects.
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Dr. Bisht is best known for excavating and interpreting the internationally
renowned Harappan site of Dholavira which has added many a hitherto unknown
facet of Harappan Civilization. He is hailed for his work by the international
scholars throughout the world. He has always been dynamic in action, pragmatic in
approach, scientific in outlook, a dreamer and a doer and, overall, an astute and
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